
24 

Diary Dates 

July 2019 

7th  Boyton Chapel 130 year celebrations 5pm tea, 7pm concert. 

7th    Coads Green Open Air Service 6-30pm (see page 21) 

11th  Service at Cedar Grange 

11th   MWiB Pilgrimage on Heritage Trail 10am at Wesley Cottage. 

13th  Coads Green Safari Supper  (see page 21 ) 

14th  245 Revive at Central 6.30pm. Speaker: Debbie Marsh 

14th  Action for Children Buffet Lunch, Central 12 noon onwards. 

21st   Trebullett Strawberry Tea 3.30-5pm. 

28th  245 Revive at Central 6.30pm. Speaker: Sam Beazley 

 

August 2019 

8th  Service at Cedar Grange 

11th  245 Revive at Central 6.30pm. Café style 

11th  Polyphant – Pam Harris 50years an Organist 3pm. 

25th  245 Revive at Central 6.30pm. Beach BBQ. 

26th  Trebullett Sunday Lunch 12.45pm  

Contact Information: 
Revd Malcolm Jones Tel: 01566 776603. Email: malcolm.jones@lamc.org.uk 

Revd Jo Smart Tel: 01566 782921  Email: jcsmart@me.com 

Pioneer  Sam Beazley Tel: 07540 107655  Email: sam@lamc.org.uk 

Circuit Office, Richard Wright, Dingley Hall, Castle Street, Launceston, PL15 8BA.  

Tel.: 01566 772797 Email: circuitoffice@lamc.org.uk   Office open Tue.and Thur 9.30 am to 1pm  

Editorial Team: Viv and Evelyn Sandercock, Mary Cole, 
 Marion Allen, Pauline Daniel and Elaine Shillaber. 

Collator: Richard Wright. 
Production & Distribution Assistance: David & Joanna Harley,                                     

Leighton Penhale and Sally Harvey. 
 

All articles for the September issue to spotlight@lamc.org.uk  or by post/hand to                          
the Circuit Office no later than 15th August 2019. 

Items submitted after this date may be withheld or used in a subsequent edition.  

Please ensure items are clearly marked for Spotlight and include contact details. 
Whilst every effort is made to print forwarded material, its inclusion cannot be                     

guaranteed. All items are printed at editorial team discretion. 
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Dear Friends 

We were recently in London for the Marathon, and we were using the 
underground to get around the city and realising how easy it was to 
do. It reminded me of the time my Dad decided it was time he took 
me to “the big smoke”, i.e. London, to show the sights to a teenage 
lad from “up North”. We stayed in a hotel near Victoria and began to 
use the tube. It had been a few years since he had been there so we 
were both learning what to do. We seemed to be getting around all 
right but we were having trouble changing lines. It was only when we 
used an exit from one station and then re-entered it a few hundred 
yards down the road that we realised we had been changing lines by 
coming to the surface every time instead of following directions      
below ground! It kind of makes you feel stupid! 

The underground gives us a way of getting round a city which is    
different from the way you would walk or drive. But it does take you 
to popular destinations and avoids all the traffic. It’s all about making 
connections at critical points. We as a church also have this idea of 
making connections – we often talk about what the “Connexion” is up 
to in making decisions we agree or disagree with. I remember Rev 
Tony Holden coming to Shetland to speak about his work in the    
Connexional team and commenting on the way the church there 
spoke about the miles between churches in the same way that he 
and his congregations spoke about the thousands of Londoners who 
lived between churches. We all make connections to make sense of 
our lives.  

I think Jesus was someone who made immediate and natural       
connections with those he met. They were often unexpected and   
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3rd Lifton 10.30am  

3rd Trebullett 10.30-12 noon 

2nd  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Cats Protection 

10th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

13th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

9th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Polyphant Chapel 

16th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Boyton Chapel 

23rd  Central 10am-12noon hosted by St Thomas Church 

30th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Marie Curie 

August 
7th Trebullett 10.30-12 noon 

6th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Children’s Society 

14th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

10th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

13th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Yeolmbridge Chapel 

20th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Lions 

27th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Christian Aid 
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July 2019 

Wed 3rd Truro  £14. 

Thur 4th   Mystery Trip £10. 

Tues 9th Pinetum Gardens St Austell £8. 

Thur 11th Evening stroll and fish & chip supper Barbican, Plymouth £8. 

Wed 17th Morewellham Quay £8. 

Sun 21st Lunch at Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth £10. 

Tue 23rd The Lost Gardens of Heligan £8. 

Thur 25th Afternoon drive on Dartmoor & mystery cream tea £8. 

Wed 31st Lunch at the Cobweb Inn, Boscastle £8.  

 

Phone 01566 777960 10am to 12noon Mon to Fri. or leave message. 

Tuesday morning at Central Methodist Church Hall 9.30-11.30am. 

Email: launcestonredbus@gmail.com 

Facebook: Little Red Bus Launceston 
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“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to    
everyone who has faith…for in it the righteousness of God is revealed through 
faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’”(1:16-

17) 

Paul’s letter to the Romans has been described as one of the most profound 
books in existence and appropriately termed the Cathedral of the Christian 
Faith. The verses above provide a concise summary of the letter, but why not 
come and explore this book with us at Coads Green Chapel on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the month, starting Tuesday 9th July. We will meet at 6:30 pm to eat 
together, so please bring a plate of finger food, and finish at 9:00 pm. All are 
welcome. 

The reading for each session will need to be done in advance so we can dis-
cuss what we have gleaned from these chapters. As you read, I encourage you 
to consider: 

• What did that passage mean back then? 

• So what does this passage mean in the light of Jesus? 

Now what does this passage mean for my life today? 

Use study Bibles, Biblical commentaries and the numerous online resources 
such as www.biblegateway.org or www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible to 
assist you. 
 

The sessions will cover the following chapters: 

Tuesday 9th   July Romans Chapters 1 & 2 

Tuesday 23rd July Romans Chapters 3 & 4 

Tuesday 13th Aug Romans Chapters 5 & 6 

Tuesday 27th Aug Romans Chapters 7 & 8 

Tuesday 10th Sep Romans Chapters 9 & 10 

Tuesday 24th Sep Romans Chapters 11 & 12 

Tuesday 8th   Oct Romans Chapters 13 & 14 

Tuesday 22nd Oct Romans Chapters 15 & 16 

 

Don’t worry if you are unable to attend each one, just come when you are able 
to but make sure you do the reading so you can get the most out of these ses-
sions. 

 If you require further information, then please contact me on 01566 782921 or 
jcsmart@me.com 

My prayer is that we experience the rich power of the Gospel and grow in our 
discipleship together. God bless.  

Jo 
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www.lamc.org.uk 
Your Circuit website - have you checked it out recently? 

 

The circuit website at www.lamc.org.uk is a great way for the Launceston area 
to keep up to date with everything that is going on in the circuit’s churches and 
chapels. To take advantage of the site please send items to David Rogerson, 
Glebe House, Lezant, Launceston PL15 9PP (01579 370412). Better still, if you 
have  access to email please send them to david@lamc.org.uk 

surprising connections which challenged the accepted culture of the 
day. He spoke with those on the fringe of society and was prepared to 
make them part of his team. How often do we sneer at others when 
we should be accepting and welcoming them? Who knows, in God’s 
planning they might become an essential part of our team. 

And talking of “Our team” we welcome Cathy and Doreen who will be 
looking after Lifton, Polyphant and Pipers Pool from September and 
we wish them well. Thanks are due to Anne and Howard who have 
been amazing at looking after Lifton over the past few years, and may 
they finally enjoy a proper retirement! 

God Bless 

Malcolm  
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On Sunday 12th May Coads Green Methodist Church held its Sunday School 
Anniversary,  a perfect day with sunshine and blue skies. In the morning the    
service was led by Mrs Anna Dodd from Tavistock. The theme of the              
performance the children gave was “The fruit of the Spirit is”  - variations of fruit. 

The story actually came from the book of Galatians ch. 5 vs 22 & 23, the words 
being “ the fruit of the spirit is” - love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, against such there is no law. 

The children had placards to hold to show the congregation what fruit they were. 

Strawberries for “love” as they are heart—shaped; an orange for “joy” as an     
orange is usually cut into segments and shared bringing joy; a pineapple for 
“peace” as a pineapple is cut up into pieces and shared and eaten. “Patience” or 
long-suffering is a kiwi fruit as it is a soft and a mild fruit. “Kindness” or    
“gentleness” was denoted by a bunch of grapes as grapes are usually given to 
someone in hospital or unwell. Blueberries represented “Goodness” as they are 
supposed to be good for you. 

“Faithfulness” was in the form of a banana, good old faithful banana. 

“Gentleness” was in the form of a soft peach and “self- control” or the word 
“temperance” was the good old apple. 

The two narrators keeping us up to date were Gemma and Mark. 

The children ranging in ages from three to fifteen all with beaming faces and 
smiles gave a faultless performance. 

At one stage the children had  to form a tight circle so evil could not get in, one 
three year old, tucked herself in tight to the others so the evil person could not 
squash in. 

Josie and Alice displayed their dancing and gymnastic skills in a magical display, 
choreographed by themselves. Following on a rendition of “Build your Kingdom 
Here” with Nicola on the keyboard, Mark on the drums, Theo on his trumpet and 
Josie on her saxophone. 
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he annual ‘Preach at the Porch’ open air service at the Wesley Cottage, 
Trewint once again drew a large crowd. The sun shone as the Curator John 
Hogarth welcomed everyone and read the account of John Wesley visiting 

Wesley Cottage. The service was led by Rev Steven Wild and the preacher was 
Rev Martyn Smith, Superintendent of the Callington and Gunnislake Methodist 
Circuit who will become a Supernumerary Minister in August after serving in the 
Cornwall District for nineteen years. The National Methodist Youth President    
Jasmine Yeboah gave a greeting and movingly sang  ‘Amazing grace’ The     
scriptures were read by Mel Wallis who helps with the work at Wesley Cottage in 
many ways. This was followed by a delicious Cornish tea in the Parish Rooms in 
Altarnun. 

The evening service was held in Altarnun Parish Church where the Chair of the 
Cornwall District Rev Steven Wild led the service and the Youth President       
Jasmine Yeboah read the account from John Wesley’s journal of his experience 
in Aldersgate Street on 24th May 1738 when he felt his ‘heart strangely warmed’, 
again she sang and shared her Christian experience, this was followed by a    
message from the Rev Wild. Many people found the day to be very meaningful.  

Revd Steve Wild 
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In Coads Green Sports Park 

Sunday 7th July at 6.30pm 

Revd Chris Tomlinson 

Youthful Spirit 

Callington Town Band 
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Sunday 7th July 

5 O’clock Tea 

Concert 7pm with Base-Line   

Chairman Keith Roberts 

Everyone Welcome 

COADS GREEN CHAPEL 

SAFARI SUPPER 

Saturday 13th July 

Starters 6.00pm to 7.30pm                                 
(Richard & Helen Gribble) 

4 courses adults £15, children £5. 

Tickets from Becky 01566 782824 

and Daphne 01566 782001 

and more information 

     TREBULLETT CHAPEL 

       STRAWBERRY TEA 

          Sunday 21st July 

                  Teas will be served 

                 from 3.30pm to 5pm 

Adults £5.00  Family Ticket at door 
Tickets from Chapel Members  

or at the door  
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COADS GREEN METHODIST CHAPEL 

FILM AFTERNOONS – 1st Sunday of each month 

“Our mission is to provide accessible worship and to nurture disciples, so 
that as we meet the needs of others, in our chapel and our community, we 
witness to God’s love.” 
A UNITED KINGDOM tells the inspiring real-life romance of Seretse Khama, King 
of Bechuanaland (now Botswana) and Ruth Williams, the London office worker he 
married in 1948. Their bi-racial marriage caused a major international outcry, but 
they refused to allow  prejudice and political pressure rip their marriage apart.   

A UNITED KINGDOM will be shown at Coads Green Chapel on Sunday 7th July 
at 2:30 pm.  

SELMA is an Oscar winning film that tells the gripping and moving account 
of the pivotal moment in Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s epic civil rights      
struggle. This powerful film carries the viewer along on the breath-taking 
tide of events that lead to the historic protest march from Selma to      
Montgomery, Alabama in 1965.   
SELMA be shown at Coads Green Chapel on Sunday 4th August at 
2:30 pm.  
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ast year swallows decided to build a nest above our back door. In the fifty five 
years that Evelyn has lived in the house she has never before known such a 
thing happening. It took us a while to twig what was on. To start with we     

noticed some bits of earth on the steps which we put down to us coming in from 
the garden with dirty shoes but Evelyn would clean it up and then it would          
reappear. When we started getting bird droppings on the steps and then           
inconveniently on the handrail we decided to look up and there was the nest      
almost completed. We let nature take its course and the young came and then 
went presumably with parents and no bird droppings on our back steps! Much later 
in the year we removed the nest thinking they would not be back! 

This year we noticed the first swallows had come back and it seemed much later 
that they were ‘darting’ around our back door. Building had started again to our 
delight. How did they find their way back? Their mortgage must have come 
through but they were having a hard time because of the dry weather and getting 
the pellets of moist earth for nest building must have been a chore. The pellets 
weighed less than a gram and they needed lots of them to place them in layers like 
bricks to form the nest. The nest this year is a much more elaborate and robust 
affair. No sign of young yet but still waiting. The nest will now stay. Did the same 
swallows come back or did they tell their mates where it was or was it the young 
who came back? Does anyone know the answers? In the meantime they say they 
have been to Africa and back!! 

Viv Sandercock 
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Boyton Chapel celebrates 130 years this year and on 7th April we had a special 
celebration service.   

Christopher Andrew was our guest preacher and he led an inspirational and   
encouraging service with some amusing anecdotes. The children and puppets 
performed a sketch and song about Noah. The service concluded with Margaret 
Atkinson cutting the 130 years celebration cake and everyone enjoying coffee, 
cake and fellowship.  

Although the chapel has been celebrating its anniversary, Methodism started in 
Boyton around 1828 when the first service known to have been held in the    
parish was in a cottage by the Blacksmith’s shop. The occupier of the cottage 
was told by his landlord that if preaching continued in the cottage he would be 
turned out of his home.  Services subsequently took place at Braggs Hill, where 
services continued for some time.  Mr. Josiah Stevens of Bradridge preached at 
Symons’ cottage and Beardon Mill likewise Mr. Sleeman held services at 
Bradridge Down. In 1837 a barn in the village was fitted up for the purpose of 
holding divine services in. A good number attended and soon a Sunday School 
was established. Mr. Gubbin was appointed superintendent and was loved by 

On entering the Church everyone was given a bookmark with all the fruit on it 
and a piece of ribbon about 6 inches long. Towards the end of the service  Anna 
got some of the older children to go to the back of the Church with a long piece of 
rope covered with vine leaves. We all had to get up and tie our pieces of ribbon 
on the rope and it looked quite impressive when finished. 

A lovely service enjoyed by both the children and congregation. 

In the evening Mrs Jill Duke was leading the service. First she had an apology to 
make - she was going to make a cake the day before but she had no eggs so 
that idea went out of the window but she did bring along her ingredients to prove 
she had been willing. 

Then the children got on with their performance once more. 

Jill spoke about Jesus being by our sides at all times to guide us. She likened 
him to a driving instructor who has dual controls in the car so the learner driver is 
always safe. With Jesus by our side we are always safe. 

Then with Theo on the Keyboard, Josie on her saxophone and Mark on his 
drums providing the musical accompaniment for the last Hymn “Praise is Rising”. 

Another lovely service and praise must go to the talented children and not       
forgetting the teachers who work hard every week.  Well done everyone. 

There were three performances in all as there was one on Saturday followed by 
tea. 

Marina Pridham 
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the children. In 1852 a Chapel was built and the leasehold and the stones for 
the building were given by Mr. Gubbin, who was then living at Dorset.   

Many years later a decision was made to build a new Chapel; the trustees at 
that time were Messrs Henry Werren, Thomas Rowe, James Parsons, William 
Perry, Richard Smith, John Smith, John Martyn, Daniel Downing, Francis      
Parnell and John Raddall. 

The architects for the new building were Messrs Wise and Wise of Launceston. 
The contractors were Mr Parnell of Langdon and Mr Northcott of St Stephen-by
-Launceston. The cost amounted to £400. The farmers in the neighbourhood 
generously carted all the materials free of charge. Memorial stones and       
numbered bricks were laid on March 14th 1889. The proceeds of the day 
amounted to £100 and were for the building fund. The Chapel was officially 
opened on 18th July 1889 by Rev. R. Chew of Harrowgate, who had laboured 
on the Bude to Launceston canal forty years earlier. The following day’s 
preacher was Rev. S. Sellars, of Burton on Trent, whose father had been      
superintendent of the circuit for many years. 

To this day our Chapel continues to flourish with Sunday morning worship,    
Sunday school, puppet ministry, regular community coffee mornings, seasonal 
lunches and special events. We are very fortunate to have a lovely group of 
children who are willing and keen to help with puppets, prayers, sketches, 
drums, collection, readings and jokes!  Celebrations will continue on Sunday 
7th July with 5 O’clock tea followed by a concert at 7pm. 

A very successful Community Christian Aid coffee morning was held at the 
Chapel in May. Ruth Allin arranged and co-ordinated the event and over £600 
was raised. 

From friends at Boyton Chapel 

P�������� 

We have had a busy few months at Polyphant. 

In March we held our Hunger  Lunch  which was well attended  with six    
homemade soups , cheese and biscuits and tea/ coffee on offer. We were able 
to donate £115 to Christian Aid. Our Easter Sunday service in April  was led by 
Mr Richard Burt with many visitors from the village who all enjoyed the singing. 
Two of our members celebrated landmark birthdays in March and April with 
Pam Sobey celebrating her 80th and Owen Withers celebrating his 90th. Pam 
Harris kindly made special cakes and the congregation presented them with 
gifts. Several members and friends then took Owen out for lunch to celebrate 
his birthday and thank him for all he does for Polyphant and the circuit. 

In May we had our 131st Chapel Anniversary  service led by Reverend Teresa 
Folland followed by a lovely afternoon tea  which was enjoyed by all who       
attended. Later in May  a special coffee morning, homemade cakes and plant 
sale took place  to raise funds for chapel  maintenance. This event was very 
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ONCE UPON A LIME 

Join us at Central Methodist Church 

HOLIDAY CLUB 

12 – 16 & 18th August 2019 
10 am till 12.30 pm 

Games, fun, craft & snack 
Full details & booking info at 
www.central-methodist.org.uk 

£2 per child & £1.50 for other                                      
family children per day 

made from an alloy made of lead, tin and antimony which was crucial to creating 
a durable type which could print numerous impressions and then be re-used. 

In the process of creating his lead type he used a method many now consider to 
be his most important invention, a special metal mould. This allowed him to    
quickly and successfully cast his type as individual characters. Gutenberg 
adapted a wine press to press the paper against the inked type resulting in a 
sharp impression from the type. After the page was printed the type would be 
then re-used for the next and subsequent pages. 

He also discovered a new oil-based ink which was longer lasting than the                 
previous water-based inks. It was now possible to speed up the process without 
sacrificing quality. 

Gutenberg’s Bible was printed in his home town of Mainz in 1455 and only 48 
(some sources suggest 49) copies are now known to have survived of which 12 
are printed on vellum and 36 on paper. Twenty are complete, two of them are 
held in the British Library, one printed on paper the other on vellum. 

Many copies including the British Library’s paper copy, although printed by the 
newly discovered technique were treated like that of the old with hand- painted 
decorations added to imitate the appearance of an illuminated manuscript. 

Gutenberg’s invention and the publication of the first Bible printed from              
movable- type led to an explosion in printing throughout Europe. It quickly spread 
to other parts of the world dramatically increasing the number of printed books 
across the globe. 

His invention did not make him rich but it certainly laid the foundation for the    
commercial mass production of books. This meant books would become less   
expensive to produce and therefore become available to the wider population. 

Reproduced here from The Methodist Philatelic Society Newsletter with the permission of 
the author Mr Ronnie MacMillan. 

TREBULLETT 

METHODIST  CHURCH 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

25th AUGUST 2019 

Served from 12.45 pm 

Price £10.00 per person 

Family ticket at the door 
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n Sunday 12th May John Wilmut (a Christian Aid speaker from Stoke 
Climsland) spoke during the Christian Aid service at Central Methodist 
Church, specifically about the situation in Sierra Leone. After the service 

we had a soup & sweet lunch which was enjoyed by all. From the retiring          
collection and donations at the lunch a total of £548 was raised. 
 

On Saturday 18th May Boyton Community Centre (made up of Boyton Methodist 
Church and the Anglican Church) held their popular Christian Aid Coffee Morning.  
As well as the usual stalls-cakes, plants, bric-a-brac-competitions were held which 
included guess the weight of the cake. Thanks go to Margaret Mainwaring who 
made the cake so beautifully. It was won by two people-Terry Colwill and         
Gabrielle Hillard. A grand total of £610 was raised – the most the coffee morning 
has ever raised. Thanks go to all involved from the two churches and to Ruth Allin 
who organised the event. 

Future events for your diary 

Tuesday, 3rd September – Christian Aid coffee morning from 10am-12pm followed 
by a soup lunch at 12 noon at Central Methodist Church, Launceston. 
Saturday, 12th October – Quiz starting at 7.30pm at Central Methodist Church, 
Launceston (more details to come). 
Both the above events will be in aid of the Ghana Project of which we have       
approximately £700 to raise before the end of this year. 
 

Chris & Julia Gaunt 
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e often refer to the Bible as being one book, but in 
reality it could be described as a small library of 66 
books bound in one volume containing 1,189      

chapters or 31302 verses. It holds the distinction of being the 
first book to be printed in Europe from movable type. This was 
during the 1450s.  Prior to this, books were either copied by 
hand on scrolls or paper or printed from carved wooden blocks 
both of which were extremely time consuming. 

Johannes Gutenberg was an extremely talented German      
inventor, goldsmith, blacksmith and printer who was born in Mainz around the 
year 1400. He is now acknowledged to be the inventor of movable type and of the 
printing press around the year 1455. Printing from movable type has been        
described as one of the most important technical discoveries in history.             
Gutenberg’s invention allowed for the mass production of books for the first time 
and without doubt it changed the world. Gutenberg first began work on the       
printing press as early as 1436 and his experience as a goldsmith gave him a 
knowledge of working with metals and he became the first man to create type 
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A sumptuous strawberry tea held in the chapel hall on Sunday, 2nd June      
commenced the 140th anniversary celebrations at Yeolmbridge. Strawberries 
and cream were kindly supplied by Tescos through Shelley Vanstone and were 
augmented by a splendid array of savouries, sponges, cakes, tray bakes,       
meringues  and fancies baked by the ladies of the chapel. A good number sat 
down to tea enjoying the delights on offer and each others company.   

Mrs Rene Smale ceremoniously cut the anniversary cake and spoke of her and 
her family's association with the chapel over many years. She was invited to cut 
the cake by her daughter in law, Mrs Sandra Smale, the chapel secretary. 

The chapel had been beautifully decorated for the occasion with many              
arrangements aptly displayed in teapots. In the evening a service of praise was 
held led by Rev Jo Smart with the Arscott Ladies Choir and guest organist 
Bernd Uhe from Germany. 

The Arscott Ladies delighted a full Chapel with their harmonious singing and 
varied choice of songs. An organ solo by Bernd of a piece by Handel showed 
the capabilities of the organ and was well received. A comprehensive vote of 
thanks was given by Sandra Smale. 

It was a most successful occasion, spiritually, socially and financially and     
members of the chapel are grateful to everyone who came to share this special 
time with them. 

Mary Cole 

well supported by the village and the grand sum of £545 was  raised with         
donations still being made. The month ended on a high with Reverend Jo      
presenting Pam Harris with a certificate and flowers in appreciation of her play-
ing the organ  for  50 years. Well done Pam. 

Alix Watt 
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A very special little boy was Christened at Pipers Pool Methodist Chapel on 
Sunday 2nd June by Revd Jo Smart. Many people attended the service for 
Isaac William Francis, the son of Will and Leanne Francis.  

Isaac was born very early in May 2017 only 1lb 14 oz. and after spending some 
time in Derriford hospital he came out fighting fit and has now turned into a 
charming little boy whom the parents absolutely adore. 

Instead of presents family and friends were asked to donate to Plymouth         
Neo-Natal Intensive Care unit raising a sum of £400. This is a small thank you 
for all the care given to Isaac. Leanne would like to thank all the people in the 
Circuit who were praying for him when he was born. 

Jean Humber 
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Tuesday Group 

Launceston Central Methodist Tuesday Group’s meeting was held in the Dingley 
Hall on Tuesday 21st May 2019. President Jacqueline Robbins opened with a 
welcome to all, she then handed over to secretary Wendy Key who said there 
was a change to the date of our walk and meal, this would now be on Tuesday 
11th June meeting at 5pm from the walk car park. Cathie Slocombe then led us 
in prayers and a hymn, followed by a reading from the Book of Genesis about    
Marriage, followed with a poem called “On Your  Wedding Day”. We were then 
introduced to our speakers for the evening   Launceston Guides Division       
Commissioner, Emma Boucher and Brownies Leader for Tregadillett, Beth       
Martin, who gave a talk on their invite to Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s   
Wedding on 19th May 2018. Emma was nominated by Mayor Margaret Young to 
the Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall Edward Bolitho O.B.E. and was chosen in the ten 
allowed from Cornwall, taking her best friend Beth to accompany her, amongst 
the 1200 members of the public. They were given money from the Rotary for their 
travel expenses. We were shown the invitation and letter of instruction, with a 
picnic bag containing goodies which included a tube of shortbread biscuits, a big 
gold chocolate coin, bottle of water and a fridge magnet, all with Harry and          
Meghan’s Monogram on. They also had to wear a “Special Badge” which gave 
them priority on the train etc. and the important “Order of Service” to follow. They 
went by train the day before and had to be on Reading Station at 6am and inside 
the Windsor Castle Walls by 8am, right opposite the side entrance to St George’s 
Chapel where the Queen and Guest’s entered. We were shown lots of photo’s 
including the Queen and Duke, Prince Edward, Sophie and Family, David       
Beckham and wife Victoria who didn’t smile, George Clooney and James Cordon 
to name a few, and of course a lot of military. They were sat on a blanket on the 
ground from 8am to 3pm and were able to picnic with what they brought them-
selves, so they could keep the special picnic items they had been given to remind 
them of the wonderful time and atmosphere of the day. Cathie gave the vote of 
thanks and said they were very lucky to be chosen, this was followed by Tea and 
Biscuits served by Marion Ruse and Rosemary O’Brian. 

Vera  Ellacott 

We were pleased to welcome the Mayor and Mayoress, Dave and Carol Gordon, 
to their first official duty of what will be a busy year ahead together with Deputy 
Mayor and Mayoress, Leighton and Gillian Penhale, to Central. This was the 50th 
Anniversary Concert of the Launceston Male Voice Choir. It was good that the 
roof slates were in excellent condition when the united choirs sang Morte Christe. 
Visiting choirs often comment on all the facilities available at Central for the stag-
ing of such events. 

The coffee mornings on Tuesdays are a well known meeting place whilst also 
raising money for various charities throughout the year. 

On 9th June after the morning service Neville and Joan Helme served coffee and 
cake to celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary which was on the previous 
Thursday. Everyone attending the service was asked to join them for that special 
occasion. 
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hough the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vine; 
though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food; though there are 
no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I 

will be joyful in God my saviour. Habakkuk 3:17.  

I have been asked by the Spotlight team to write about ‘drought’, what plants can 
grow in or even like dry conditions. With global warming all the talk these days-a 
good subject. 

Can Cornwall, even Cornwall, be dry? About 60 years ago, on holiday from St 
Albans at Polzeath, the taps ran dry, plants and trees drooped, grass was brown, 
stand pipes and water carriers came from afar.  

Plants we can grow! In dry conditions lavender, rosemary, rockery alpines, 
palms, some irises, some grasses, aloes, agave, dianthus, bedding geraniums, 
can go without water for ages.  

One of our customers and his wife, now friends, came form Australia and a few 
weeks ago gave us a bag of seed pods from Australia collected 20 years ago. 
They are still good because they will on grow after being in a fire. If any reader 
would like to try growing them come and see us at Illand.  

I do not fear drought on the land but the terrible drought on people’s spiritual 
lives. So many have turned their backs on God and live for the things of this 
world. Even children are glued to their phones or computers, the Bible calls them 
idols. God is not going to bless when people do not repent and seek Him. Soon 
their lives will be one long drought and they turn to addictions to try to get help 
but to no avail. When the chief priests sent temple guards to arrest Jesus He 
stood and said in a loud voice “if anyone is thirsty let him come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, streams of living water will flow from within him”. The 
guards returned without Jesus and reported “no man speaks like this man”. 

George Whitfield and John Wesley preached the living water flowing from within 
them to vast crowds and the drought was over, the fruit of Spirit blessed the land. 

David, Illand Nurseries. 

week commencing Monday 4th November with Deacon Val Facey. Revd Jane 
Willcock will again be leading the Bible Study.  We hope many of you will join in 
these events. 

Jill Price 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN  

BUFFET LUNCH 

Central Methodist Church 

Sunday 14 July 2019 

From 12 noon onwards 

Price:  Adults £8.00   Children £4.00 
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utumn started with a District Day on 18th September at Tintagel          
Methodist Church when Mrs Jill Nute was inaugurated as President of 
Cornwall District MWiB.  It was an excellent day and we enjoyed the 

speaker from Mary’s Meals, which is Mrs Nute’s chosen charity for the 2 years 
of her presidency. 

Locally we have enjoyed an excellent year of worship and good company. On 
24th October 2018 we held our Autumn Afternoon at Central which was enjoyed 
not only by our members but those from the Wednesday Fellowship. We started 
with a short period of worship and then were pleased to welcome Mrs Jenny 
Skinnard who told us about about her journey to the Holy Land accompanied by 
power point. The photos were wonderful. The afternoon finished with a tea 
themed on food found in the Bible. 

Our annual Coffee Morning was held on Tuesday 20th November. Our stall sold 
out of goodies very quickly and everyone enjoyed a period of good company. 

From the coffee morning and the Autumn afternoon we were able to send £249 
to MWiB funds. MWiB receives no funding from Connexion so relies on         
fundraising from the various circuits around the country. 

At the beginning of December the annual District Conference, the Treloyhan 
Experience, was held at the Treloyhan Manor Hotel in St Ives. The speaker was 
Revd Rachel Deigh and the theme was Being Fruitful. The Bible Studies were 
led by Revd Jane Willcock with whom we examined the different approaches to 
the Nativity in the four gospels.   

2019 brought our Spring Afternoon on 20th March when Cornwall MWiB’s new 
President, Mrs Jill Nute,  came to talk to us about Mary’s Meals. Again we were 
joined by the ladies from the Wednesday Fellowship. Mrs Nute told us all about 
Mary’s Meals and showed us a video. This is a wonderful charity. A very       
generous collection amounting to £235 was given to the charity. 

The District Spring Day for the east of Cornwall was on 15th May at Rock. The 
speaker was Mrs Ann Browse and her subject was Kingfisher Moments – 
Glimpses of God.  How often have we experienced those fleeting moments 
when we know for sure that God is with us. We were blessed with lovely warm 
weather and many took advantage of this and ventured down the hill to the sea.  
Unfortunately, it was a long old walk back up the hill!  A really good day enjoyed 
by everyone who went. 

 Then came our Circuit Easter Offering on 6th May with the theme Longer      
Tables, Lower Fences. There was a good number attending. The actual Easter 
Offering from chapels amounted to £1247 and the collection was £123.25, a 
total of £1370.25 being paid to Methodist World Missions. 

Events we look forward to are the Pilgrimage Walk on 11th July from Trewint to 
Altarnun and Tamar Valley Methodist  Church Cream Tea on the 24th July (see 
separate ads in this edition of Spotlight). The 2019 Treloyhan Experience is the 
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The 147th Anniversary of the life of the church was celebrated on Sunday, May 
12th. The service was led by Rev Anne Curnow and the lessons were read by 
Tony Stephens and Barbara Wadland. Rev Anne spoke about how it would 
have been all those years ago as the congregation was steadily increasing and 
the new chapel was built to accommodate up to 350 worshippers. An hour     
before the evening service the building was crowded to overflowing. The       
information was taken from the Centenary brochure looking back over the      
history of the past 100 years and the great celebrations that took place then. 
This was a significant sign of the presence of God and still is to this day, where 
people continue to worship and witness his presence. The service concluded 
with the hymn ‘This, this is the God we adore.’ The organist was Gordon      
Maunder. 

The chapel had been beautifully decorated for this occasion and a delicious tea 
was served after the service to over 30 friends and acquaintances who had 
joined us for this special celebratory service. 

Mary Stoneman 

The Action Committee organised a visit to Lawrence House Museum where the 
recently retired curator, Mr Jake Jackson, gave an interesting talk which was 
followed by refreshments at the Eagle House Hotel.  

On Tuesday morning, 11th June, the Visually Impaired Club held a very         
successful coffee morning followed by a lunch for their members and drivers. 
The menu was home-made pasties or ham salad and new potatoes. This was 
followed by a delicious array of home-made desserts. An old Cornish favourite, 
Junket, proved very popular. Margaret Baker, Marion Ruse and others helped in 
the kitchen. A profit of £540 was raised for their funds. 

Marjorie Banbury 
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We are in an exciting point in our church life as we are seeing people coming in 
from the community centre and joining us in worship. We have seen people 
commit their lives to Christ and people recommit. We have just finished teaching 
through a series called ‘Different’ which has challenged us to live differently daily 
in the world we find ourselves in as we study the book of 1 Peter.  

As a church we continue to focus on children’s work and have a great after 
school club that runs every Monday from 4-5.30pm and a Shining Stars baby & 
toddler group that happens every Thursday from 9.15-11.30am. We have a 
twice a month Bible study for mums and tots. We provide childcare while the 
mums can enjoy each others company and study the same course that we as a 
church are going through in our Bible Studies. 
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Our coffee morning on Saturday 1st June was very successful with a good    
number of people coming to support us and the new Youth Club. The tea and 
coffee were plentiful and the cakes were, as usual, completely delicious.  A good 
atmosphere with lots of friendly chat. The morning raised just under £150 for the 
Youth Club. 

Our only other event in June was the Big Lunch on Sunday 16th June.  Ideally 
this would have been a street party but the weather said no; and so the lunch 
was held in the big hall at Trecarrell Manor, the home of Neil and Ruth Burden.  
The aim of the lunch was to bring together all the people who live in Trebullett 
and this certainly succeeded.  About 60 came along including children bringing  
donations of all sorts of delicious food. We had a free raffle with lovely prizes 

We are currently running 8 bible studies that are open to everyone whether you 
are part of the church or not. So please if you are not connected in a bible study 
have a look on our website and email me.  

The youth club that runs here on a Friday night called Shift has seen a great take 
up and we see between 90-105 young people every Friday night meeting          
together and playing games and socialising as we take over the whole site. 

We continue to run the Monday bible studies for the young people that are 11 
plus. The younger age start straight after school at 3.30pm-5.30pm and the older 
lot then arrive and go from 5.30pm till late. We are seeing a good group of older 
youth really stepping into leadership roles both in church but in the Friday night 
youth club as well.  

As a church we have been really excited to work with Kensey this month and run 4 
days of job fairs. This has consisted of converting the church so 30+ businesses 
can come along and hold mini interviews, also we have had Citizens Advice      
Bureau, Step to Learning, Launceston Money Advice Centre and many more 
working together to be a part of the event. This has been an exciting part of the 
church helping to meet a very real need in the community that we find ourselves a 
part of.  

Bridge Community Centre has had a wonderfully busy half term and whilst we 
don’t love this wet June weather, it is doing wonders for everyone in the soft play! 
This week (19th June) we’re very excited to launch our Sensory Room - we would 
love for this to be a really practical, useful space for everyone in our community to 
benefit from. LaserTag continues to flourish with our Saturday open sessions    
becoming popular for people to drop in and play. We also continue to pray for the 
upstairs part of our building - a fantastic venue space that is currently under uti-
lised as we think of groups and events that could benefit from it. 

We serve an amazing God and are excited to see what God will continue to do in 
His church.  

Sam Beazley 

15 

PAUL & HIS PALS is the theme of this year's CHILDREN'S HOLIDAY 
CLUB at Lifton Chapel.  With stories, crafts, and activities aimed at primary 
aged children (5-11 yrs) it will take place from Monday 29th July - Friday 2nd 
August from 10 am - 12 noon. The cost for the week is just £10.00 (£2/day) 
which includes a snack. Application forms/further details available from Revd 
Howard Curnow - 01566 780422 or email:                                                       
howardcurnow5@gmail.com 
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usanna Wesley nee Annesley was born on 20    
January,1689 in London, the daughter of Dr Samu-
el Annesley and Mary White and was the 25th of 

their 25 children. Susanna inherited her father’s inde-
pendence of character and intellectual ability. She was 
the mother of John and Charles Wesley. 

Susanna Annesley married Samuel Wesley, a graduate 
of Exeter College, Oxford, who was ordained as a priest 
in 1689 and who after a brief period as a naval chaplain, 
became in 1695, rector of South Ormsby in Lincolnshire, 
later he added nearby Wroote in 1722. Samuel was of 
considerable scholarly and literary ability, despite this he 
failed to gain preferment, was unpopular with his          
rank-and-file parishioners and through poor financial 
management was imprisoned for debt at Lincoln jail. 

Samuel and Susanna had nineteen children, nine died during infancy. She          
educated each of her children from an early age and had a lasting influence on 
their lives, not least that of her middle son John; though it has been argued that 
what they gained intellectually they lost in warmth and affection. Susanna           
experienced many hardships during her life. Her husband was jailed twice due to 
his poor financial abilities, their home was destroyed twice by fire and her son John 
almost lost his life during one – he was rescued from a second storey window.   
Susanna Wesley died on 23 July, 1742, aged 73. 

This text is from A Dictionary of Methodism in Britain and Ireland. Edited by John A 
Vickers. 

Although Susanna Wesley never preached a sermon, published a book or founded 
a church, she is known as the Mother of Methodism. The example of her faith and 
religious reverence set for her children, John and Charles, inspired them to         
become powerful spiritual leaders and to launch the Methodist movement. 

Reproduced here from the Methodist Philatelic Society Newsletter with the permission of the 

author Mr Ronnie J MacMillan. 
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e reported at the last Circuit Meeting that Caroline Sivyer has tendered 
her resignation from being our Administrator. This is an extract from her 
email:- 'It is with regret and sadness that I find myself writing to you to 

tender my resignation from the post of part time Circuit Administrator. 

It has been a hard decision to make and one that I have not taken lightly.           
Returning to work has always been my goal, to encourage and speed my           
recovery, but regrettably the Stroke continues to affect my day to day life in such 
a way that I do not feel I would be able to fulfill the demands of the role to the    
standard that I would wish. I thoroughly enjoyed the all too short time that I spent 
with you and was very much looking forward to the future and settling in to my 
new post. I would like to thank you, and all who made me so welcome, for your 
support during this difficult time, and wish you every success and blessing in the 
future.' 

We are equally saddened that Caroline has had to take this step and wish her 
well in her recovery. 

On a brighter note, we have recently welcomed Mary Barriball, a trained            
accountant, as our new Circuit treasurer. She has presented the accounts very 
well at our last 2 meetings and is quickly grasping the jargon and complexities of 
how we operate. Mary comes from Tetcott and was raised in the Christian faith 
through the Ashwater Parish Church and now attends at the Bridge Church with 
her family. We look forward to working with her over the coming years. 

May I also make a plea for someone to step forward as a Graveyard Steward, as 
Maureen Jones stepped down around a year ago and we really do need this post 
to be filled as soon as possible. 

Many thanks 

Malcolm Jones 

FEEDBACK 

T 

he editorial team welcomed some feedback from a lady reader in Bude   
recently about an article in the last issue of Spotlight – “Ten of the Best   
Graces”. The lady remembers vividly the grace – “Lord bless this food 

upon these dishes, As thou dost bless the loaves and fishes. And like the 
sugar in the tea may all of us be stirred By thee.” – being regularly said by 
her dad before meals but she had never seen it in print before.  

Come And Celebrate at Polyphant Methodist Church and sing 
your favourite Sunday School Hymns to mark Pamela Harris’s  
50 years as organist on Sunday August 11th 2019, 3pm. 
Chairman Reverend Chris Tomlinson tea to follow. 

All are welcome. 
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and a lucky dip for the children. The atmosphere was convivial and new          
acquaintances made as well as old ones renewed. Shame about the weather 
but we all enjoyed ourselves immensely anyway! Thanks go to Neil and Ruth 
Burden for having us all to their home.  

We now  look forward to our Strawberry Tea on the 21st July and our annual 
Sunday Summer Lunch on 25th August – see separate ads in this Spotlight. 

Jill Price 
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We had a well attended Family Service in June which was led by Anne Rowe, 
with the children playing a great part. Anne’s theme was ‘hands’ which was     
illustrated in the many stories she told. The children brought along some         
interesting and beautiful items they had made at home and showed them to    
everyone. Jessica played a piece on the piano. There were readings by          
Florence, Jessica and Jemma, and a verse by Katie, and Anna and Jemma 
sang the first verse of ‘Jesus’ hands were kind hands’. Elaine Shillaber chose 
the hymn ‘Father, I place into your hands the things I cannot do.’ which she 
played on the guitar. A small piece was read by Gill Taylor and a poem by Jo 
Maynard.  The children were kept busy decorating cut out hands with stickers 
whilst Anne told  the story behind ‘Praying Hands’. Denise Gribble and Becky 
Martin accompanied the hymns on organ and flute. Following the service coffee 
and biscuits were greatly enjoyed. 

Coffee mornings: 
Wednesday July 3rd - 10.30am at the chapel – all are welcome 

There will be no coffee morning in August . 
Wednesday September 4th -  10.30am -  all are welcome. 
 

Holiday Club – Monday July 29th – Friday August 2nd – 10.00-12.00 -  Paul and 
his Pal’s 

Primary and Junior school aged children. Stories, games, crafts etc 

A morning snack. £2 a day 

For more information and a booking form email howardcurnow5@gmail.com 

                    Diane Northey 

CALLINGTON AND GUNNISLAKE CIRCUIT  

        METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN 

                                  Warmly invite you to a 

                                         Cream Tea 

       At Tamar Valley Methodist Church, Albaston 

   On Wednesday 24th July 2019 

  From 2.30 to 4pm 

      All proceeds are in aid of Mary’s Meals 
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n 26th May Pamela Harris was         
presented with an Artserve Award for 
her services as an organist during the 
morning service. She writes about that 

event: 

What a lovely surprise I had during the      
morning service on May 26th to receive a  
certificate and bouquet of flowers to mark 50 
years of playing the organ at Polyphant       
Methodist church. I was encouraged by two 
organists that have gone on: Mrs Mabel 
Rowe and Mr Stanley Martyn. I started play-
ing the children's hymn first and when the 
organist was not there any more, I just took 
their place. I really thank the Lord for giving 
me good heath. 

On Songs of Praise, a few years ago, looking 
at the Junior Choir of the Year, I heard an 
adjudicator's remarks saying that 'If you have 
got music in your life then your have got 
'treasure', so enjoy it; and nobody can take it away from you'. So I say 'Thank 
you for the music, the hymns I've been playing. Thanks for all the joy they're 
bringing. Who can live without it, I ask in all honesty?  What would life be?  So 
I say Thank you for the music, for giving it to me'.  

God bless you all.   

Pamela Harris 
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hat's the best advice to give to those who are   
watching the London Marathon? We have 
discovered that taking a fluorescent orange or 

green extendible feather duster (costing a £1) is the 
most obvious to an exhausted runner! It was great for 
me to be able to see the duster waving above the 
heads of the crowds. 

The other good advice is to wear your name as large 
as possible on your shirt, so that anyone who sees it 
can shout encouragement to you - on some occasions 
in the recent London Marathon it was almost terrifying 
to hear the shouts directed at you as you passed! 

I was able to run on behalf of the Saltmine Trust, a 
Christian drama group who write and perform material 
for schools and churches. The sponsorship figure is 
now approaching £1700, so thanks to all those who 
supported me - it's not too late if you want to find my 
name on the London Marathon giving page! 

The photo taken somewhere below Trafalgar 
Square, shows my weary self leaning on my son Mitch and on Jude . I took 5 
hours and 14.13 minutes to get around, and it was an amazing and at times    
surprisingly emotional experience. Unfortunately my sore left ankle slowed me 
down after halfway, shown by my times being 2 hours 10 for the first half and 3 
hours 5 for the second. 

I have definitely learnt the value of having a crowd as my Barnabas (son of    
encouragement)! 

Malcolm 

 

CORNWALL DISTRICT METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN      
   PILGRIMAGE 

Walk a heritage trail from Trewint through Altarnun to 

The Cathedral of the Moor 

Ending with lunch at the Church Hall 

Thursday 11th July 

Meet at Wesley Cottage at 10am 

                      Distance ½ mile to 2 miles, no difficult terrain, one stile 

                  Booking essential:  Please ring 01840 212558 by 4th July 


